
Head’s Book Club 2022

Kindly Supported by the Friends of Holyport College

Reading is one of life’s greatest pleasures; it is good for your mental health and for your soul. Not

only that, but students who read regularly and enjoy reading are proven to do much better in

exams than those who do not (thus increasing their life chances and future prospects). This

Spring, we are therefore giving you the gift of reading!

This year, our selection of books has been chosen by our FemSoc in celebration of International

Women’s Day.

All students (and staff) will choose one book from the selection here. Students will need to tell

their form tutor which book they choose on Monday 21st February. Your book will arrive on

International Women’s Day (8th March 2022). Read it, enjoy it, talk about it with others who have

also read it (and with me!), swap it with someone who chose a different book or keep it to read it

again. We’ve suggested books for Ks3, KS4 and Sixth Form but you can choose a book from any

list whatever year group you are in.

This year’s Book Club is made possible by the kind support of the Friends of Holyport College.

Key Stage 3

I Am Malala: The Girl Who Stood Up for Education and Was Shot by

the Taliban by Malala Yousafzai

When the Taliban took control of the Swat Valley, one girl fought for her right

to an education. On Tuesday, 9 October 2012, she almost paid the ultimate

price when she was shot in the head at point-blank range.

Malala Yousafzai's extraordinary journey has taken her from a remote valley in

northern Pakistan to the halls of the United Nations. She has become a global

symbol of peaceful protest and is the youngest ever winner of the Nobel Peace

Prize.

I Am Malala will make you believe in the power of one person's voice to inspire

change in the world.



Twelve Minutes to Midnight by Christopher Edge

Penelope Tredwell is the feisty thirteen-year-old orphan heiress of the

bestselling magazine, The Penny Dreadful. Her masterly tales of the macabre

are gripping Victorian Britain, even if no one knows she's the author. One day,

a letter she receives from the governor of the notorious Bedlam madhouse

plunges her into an adventure more terrifying than anything she has ever

imagined.

Why are the patients of Bedlam waking every night at twelve minutes to

midnight? What is the meaning of the strange messages they write? Who is the

Spider Lady of South Kensington?

Penelope is always seeking mysteries to fill the pages of her magazine. But this

isn't any ordinary story, it's the future.

And the future looks deadly…

Rad Women Worldwide: Artists and Athletes, Pirates and Punks,

and Other Revolutionaries Who Shaped History by Kate Schatz

Rad Women Worldwide tells fresh, engaging, and amazing tales of

perseverance and radical success by pairing well-researched and riveting

biographies with powerful and expressive cut-paper portraits. The book

features an array of diverse figures from 430 BCE to 2016, spanning 31

countries around the world, from Hatshepsut (the great female king who ruled

Egypt peacefully for two decades) and Malala Yousafzi (the youngest person to

win the Nobel Peace Prize) to Poly Styrene (legendary teenage punk and lead

singer of X-Ray Spex) and Liv Arnesen and Ann Bancroft (polar explorers and

the first women to cross Antarctica). An additional 250 names of international

rad women are also included as a reference for readers to continue their own

research.

This progressive and visually arresting book is a compelling addition to

women's history and belongs on the shelf of every school, library, and home.

Together, these stories show the immense range of what women have done and

can do. May we all have the courage to be rad!

Alex As Well by Alyssa Brugman

Why does it matter whether I am a boy or a girl? But it does...It really, really

matters. When Alex was born, the doctors described him as sexually

ambiguous, with both male and female reproductive organs. For the last

fourteen years his parents have raised Alex as a boy. They dressed him in boy’s

clothes, sent him to a boys school and gave him medication to help regulate his

hormones. But last night at dinner, Alex made an announcement, three words

that would change everything: 'I'm a girl.' And when Alex sets about changing

her life her wardrobe, her school, her entire identity no one knows how to react,

least of all her parents.



Can You See Me? A powerful story of autism, empathy and kindness

by Libby Scott

With diary entries written by eleven-year-old Libby Scott, based on her own

experiences of autism, this pioneering book, written in collaboration with

esteemed author Rebecca Westcott, has been widely praised for its realistic

portrayal of autism.

Tally is eleven years old and she's just like her friends. Well, sometimes she is.

If she tries really hard to be. Because there's something that makes

Tally not the same as her friends. Something she can't cover up, no

matter how hard she tries: Tally is autistic.

Tally's autism means there are things that bother her even though

she wishes they didn't. It means that some people misunderstand, her and

feel frustrated by her.

People think that because Tally's autistic, she doesn't realise what they're

thinking, but Tally sees and hears - and notices - all of it.

And, honestly? That's not the easiest thing to live with.

A Good Girls Guide to Murder by Holly Jackson

The case is closed. Five years ago, schoolgirl Andie Bell was murdered by Sal

Singh. The police know he did it. Everyone in town knows he did it.

But having grown up in the same small town that was consumed by the crime,

Pippa Fitz-Amobi isn't so sure. When she chooses the case as the topic for her

final project, she starts to uncover secrets that someone in town desperately

wants to stay hidden. And if the real killer is still out there, how far will they go

to keep Pip from the truth?

A Town Like Alice by Nevil Shute

Jean Paget is just twenty years old and working in Malaya when the Japanese

invasion begins. When she is captured she joins a group of other European

women and children whom the Japanese force to march for miles through the

jungle. While on the march, the group run into some Australian prisoners, one

of whom, Joe Harman, helps them steal some food, and is horrifically punished

by the Japanese as a result. After the war, Jean tracks Joe down in Australia

and together they begin to dream of surmounting the past and transforming his

one-horse outback town into a thriving community like Alice Springs...

The Book of Hope: A Survival Guide for an Endangered Planet by

Jane Goodall

A legendary conservationist. A lifetime spent fighting for nature. An

indispensable message of hope.

The world-renowned naturalist and conservationist Jane Goodall has spent

more than a half-century warning of our impact on our planet. From her

famous encounters with chimpanzees in the forests of Gombe as a young

woman to her tireless campaigning for the environment in her late eighties,



Jane has become the godmother to a new generation of climate activists.

In The Book of Hope, Jane draws on the wisdom of a lifetime dedicated to

nature to teach us how to find strength in the face of the climate crisis, and

explains why she still has hope for the natural world and for humanity. In

extraordinary conversations with her co-author Doug Abrams that weave

together stories from her travels and activism, she offers readers a new

understanding of the crisis we face and a compelling path forward for us all to

create hope in our own lives and in the world.

The world needs a manifesto of hope now more than ever. This profound book

from a legendary figure in the fight against climate change shows that even in

the face of great adversity, we can find hope in human nature, and in nature

itself.

Eleanor & Park by Rainbow Rowell

Eleanor is the new girl in town, and she's never felt more alone. All mismatched

clothes, mad red hair and chaotic home life, she couldn't stick out more if she

tried.

Then she takes the seat on the bus next to Park. Quiet, careful and - in

Eleanor's eyes - impossibly cool, Park's worked out that flying under the radar

is the best way to get by.

Slowly, steadily, through late-night conversations and an ever-growing stack of

mix tapes, Eleanor and Park fall in love. They fall in love the way you do the

first time, when you're 16, and you have nothing and everything to lose.

Set over the course of one school year in 1986, Eleanor & Park is funny, sad,

shocking and true - an exquisite nostalgia trip for anyone who has never

forgotten their first love.

Turtles All the Way Down by John Green

Sixteen-year-old Aza never intended to pursue the mystery of fugitive

billionaire Russell Pickett, but there's a hundred thousand dollar reward at

stake and her Best and Most Fearless Friend, Daisy, is eager to investigate. So

together, they navigate the short distance and broad divides that separate them

from Russell Pickett's son, Davis.

Aza is trying. She is trying to be a good daughter, a good friend, a good student,

and maybe even a good detective, while also living within the ever-tightening

spiral of her own thoughts.



Amal Unbound: A Novel by Aisha Saeed

Life is quiet and ordinary in Amal's Pakistani village, but she had no

complaints, and besides, she's busy pursuing her dream of becoming a teacher

one day. Her dreams are temporarily dashed when—as the eldest

daughter—she must stay home from school to take care of her siblings. Amal is

upset, but she doesn't lose hope and finds ways to continue learning. Then the

unimaginable happens—after an accidental run-in with the son of her village's

corrupt landlord, Amal must work as his family's servant to pay off her own

family's debt.

Life at the opulent Khan estate is full of heartbreak and struggle for

Amal—especially when she inadvertently makes an enemy of a girl named

Nabila. Most troubling, though, is Amal's growing awareness of the Khans'

nefarious dealings. When it becomes clear just how far they will go to protect

their interests, Amal realizes she will have to find a way to work with others if

they are ever to exact change in a cruel status quo, and if Amal is ever to

achieve her dreams.

Greta's Story: The Schoolgirl Who Went On Strike To Save The

Planet by Valentina Camerini

The story of Greta Thunberg, the schoolgirl who inspired a worldwide climate

change movement.

It’s 20 August 2018, late summer in Stockholm, and it feels incredibly hot in

the city. The TV news reports rising temperatures, and there have been

numerous fires throughout Sweden. Fifteen-year-old Greta Thunberg decides

she can’t wait any longer: politicians have to do something to save the

environment. Instead of returning to school, Greta takes a placard and goes on

strike in front of Sweden’s parliament building.

Greta’s protest began the Fridays for Future – or School Strike 4 Climate –

movement, which millions have now joined around the world. Greta has

spoken at COP24, the UN summit on climate change, and has been nominated

for the Nobel Peace Prize. This is her story, but also that of many other girls

and boys around the world willing to fight against the indifference of the

powerful for a better future.

Key Stage 4

Ketchup Clouds by Annabel Pitcher

Fifteen-year-old Zoe has a secret - a dark and terrible secret that she can't

confess to anyone she knows. But then one day she hears of a criminal, Stuart

Harris, locked up on death row in Texas. Like Zoe, Stuart is no stranger to

secrets. Or lies. Or murder.

Full of both heartache and humour, Zoe tells her story in the only way she can -

in letters to the man in prison in America. Armed with a pen, Zoe takes a deep

breath, eats a jam sandwich, and begins her tale of love and betrayal.



Be The Change: A Toolkit for the Activist in You by Gina Martin

In June 2017, a man took a photo up Gina Martin's skirt at a music festival. The

police told her that this was not a sexual offence; the man would not be

charged.

The law had let Gina down, and her first reaction was resignation. But

something inside her had snapped. Gina was tired of accepting sexual

harassment as a fact of life.

Eighteen months later, she had changed the law and made

upskirting a criminal offence.

Now, Gina wants to empower you with the tools and courage to challenge

injustice and fight for change, whether it's in your school, workplace or

community, or even on a global scale. Filled with practical advice, the book

includes guidance on how to write a compelling press release, set up an

e-petition, find pro-bono legal support and secure media coverage for your

campaign.

In BE THE CHANGE you will learn:

What activism really is and why it's so important

How to use the internet to fight for what you believe in

How to pick the cause you truly care about

And how to do the hardest thing in activism: get started.

A Thousand Splendid Suns by Khaled Hosseini

Mariam is only fifteen when she is sent to Kabul to marry Rasheed. Nearly two

decades later, a friendship grows between Mariam and a local teenager, Laila,

as strong as the ties between mother and daughter. When the Taliban take over,

life becomes a desperate struggle against starvation, brutality and fear. Yet love

can move a person to act in unexpected ways, and lead them to overcome the

most daunting obstacles with a startling heroism.

The Edible Woman by Margaret Atwood

Marian is determined to be ordinary. She lays her head gently on the shoulder

of her serious fiance and quietly awaits marriage. But she didn't count on an

inner rebellion that would rock her stable routine, and her digestion. Marriage

a la mode, Marian discovers, is something she literally can't stomach ... The

Edible Woman is a funny, engaging novel about emotional cannibalism, men

and women, and desire to be consumed.



Spy Princess: The Life of Noor Inayat Khan by Shrabani Basu

This is the riveting story of Noor Inayat Khan, the descendant of an Indian

Prince Tipu Sultan, the Tiger of Mysore, who became a British secret agent for

SOE during World War II. Shrabani Basu tells the moving story of Noor's life

from her birth in Moscow - where her father was a Sufi preacher - to her

capture by the Germans.

Noor was one of only three women SOE awarded the George Cross and, under

torture, revealed nothing but her name - but not her real name, nor her code

name, just the name she used to register at SOE: Nora Baker. Kept in solitary

confinement, chained between hand and feet and unable to walk upright, Noor

existed on bowls of soup made from potato peelings. Ten months after she was

captured, she was taken to Dachau and, on 13 September 1944, she was shot.

Her last word was 'Liberte'.

I Know Why The Caged Bird Sings by Maya Angelou

The international classic and bestseller, Maya Angelou's memoir paints a

portrait of 'a brilliant writer, a fierce friend and a truly phenomenal woman'

(BARACK OBAMA).

'I write about being a Black American woman, however, I am always talking

about what it's like to be a human being. This is how we are, what makes us

laugh, and this is how we fall and how we somehow, amazingly, stand up again'

Maya Angelou

In this first volume of her seven books of autobiography, Maya Angelou

beautifully evokes her childhood with her grandmother in the American south

of the 1930s. Loving the world, she also knows its cruelty. As a Black woman

she has known discrimination, violence and extreme poverty, but also hope,

joy, achievement and celebration.

Warriors Don't Cry by Melba Pattillo Beals

In this essential autobiographical account by one of the Civil Rights

Movement's most powerful figures, Melba Pattillo Beals of the Little Rock Nine

explores not only the oppressive force of racism, but the ability of young people

to change ideas of race and identity.

In 1957, well before Martin Luther King's "I Have a Dream" speech, Melba

Pattillo Beals and eight other teenagers became iconic symbols for the Civil

Rights Movement and the dismantling of Jim Crow in the American South as

they integrated Little Rock's Central High School in the wake of the landmark

1954 Supreme Court ruling, Brown v. Board of Education.

Throughout her harrowing ordeal, Melba was taunted by her schoolmates and

their parents, threatened by a lynch mob's rope, attacked with lighted sticks of



dynamite, and injured by acid sprayed in her eyes. But through it all, she acted

with dignity and courage, and refused to back down.

Warriors Don't Cry is, at times, a difficult but necessary reminder of the

valuable lessons we can learn from our nation's past. It is a story of courage and

the bravery of a handful of young, black students who used their voices to

influence change during a turbulent time.

Oranges are Not the Only Fruit by Jeanette Winterson

'Like most people I lived for a long time with my mother and father. My father

liked to watch the wrestling, my mother liked to wrestle; it didn't matter

what'.

This is the story of Jeanette, adopted and brought up by her mother as one of

God's elect. Zealous and passionate, she seems destined for life as a missionary,

but then she falls for one of her converts.

At sixteen, Jeanette decides to leave the church, her home and her family, for

the young woman she loves. Innovative, punchy and tender, Oranges Are Not

the Only Fruit is a few days ride into the bizarre outposts of religious excess

and human obsession.

Some Girls Do by Jennifer Dugan

In this YA contemporary queer romance from the author of Hot Dog Girl, an

openly gay track star falls for a closeted, bisexual teen beauty queen with a

penchant for fixing up old cars.

Morgan, an elite track athlete, is forced to transfer high schools late in her

senior year after it turns out being queer is against her private Catholic school's

code of conduct. There, she meets Ruby, who has two hobbies: tinkering with

her baby blue 1970 Ford Torino and competing in local beauty pageants, the

latter to live out the dreams of her overbearing mother. The two are drawn to

each other and can't deny their growing feelings. But while Morgan--out and

proud, and determined to have a fresh start--doesn't want to have to keep their

budding relationship a secret, Ruby isn't ready to come out yet. With each girl

on a different path toward living her truth, can they go the distance together?

The Ballad Of Songbirds And Snakes (Hunger Games Prequel) by

Suzanne Collins

It is the morning of the reaping that will kick off the tenth annual Hunger

Games. In the Capitol, eighteen-year-old Coriolanus Snow is preparing for his

one shot at glory as a mentor in the Games. The once-mighty house of Snow

has fallen on hard times, its fate hanging on the slender chance that Coriolanus

will be able to outcharm, outwit, and outmaneuvre his fellow students to

mentor the winning tribute.

The odds are against him. He's been given the humiliating assignment of

mentoring the female tribute from District 12, the lowest of the low. Their fates



are now completely intertwined - every choice Coriolanus makes could lead to

favour or failure, triumph or ruin. Inside the arena, it will be a fight to the

death. Outside the arena, Coriolanus starts to feel for his doomed tribute... and

must weigh his need to follow the rules against his desire to survive no matter

what it takes.

Harriet: The Moses of Her People by Sarah H. Bradford

Harriet Tubman was a fugitive slave whose work as a conductor on the

Underground Railroad made her a legend. Born in Dorchester County,

Maryland, Tubman escaped from slavery in 1849 and supported herself by

working in Philadelphia hotels before relocating to Canada and, later, New

York. Tubman first returned to Maryland in 1850, when she helped a niece

escape from Baltimore, and over the next ten years, she frequently risked her

life to liberate family members and other slaves in the area.

During the Civil War, Tubman worked as a nurse and a spy for the Union army

in South Carolina, where she was known as General Tubman. After the war,

Tubman returned to Auburn, New York, where she spoke at women's suffrage

meetings with other prominent figures such as Susan B. Anthony. This book is

a testament of Harriet Tubman’s bravery and triumph in the face of

overwhelming danger!

Key Stage 5

The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks by Rebecca Skloot

Her name was Henrietta Lacks, but scientists know her as HeLa. Born a poor

black tobacco farmer, her cancer cells – taken without her knowledge – became

a multimillion-dollar industry and one of the most important tools in medicine.

Yet Henrietta’s family did not learn of her ‘immortality’ until more than twenty

years after her death, with devastating consequences . . .

Rebecca Skloot’s fascinating account is the story of the life, and afterlife, of one

woman who changed the medical world for ever. Balancing the beauty and

drama of scientific discovery with dark questions about who owns the stuff our

bodies are made of, The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks is an extraordinary

journey in search of the soul and story of a real woman, whose cells live on

today in all four corners of the world.

Little Women by Louisa May Alcott

'Wouldn't it be fun if all the castles in the air which we make could come true

and we could live in them?'

A heart-warming tale of love, sisterhood and hardship during the New England

Civil War, Little Women tells the story of the lovable March family. Meg, Beth,

Jo and Amy try to support their mother at home while their father is away at

war and enter into various scrapes and adventures as they do so. Alcott

beautifully interweaves bad times and good as her characters struggle with the

trials and tribulations of growing up and their relationships with one another.



The Bell Jar by Silvia Plath

I was supposed to be having the time of my life . . .

Working as an intern for a New York fashion magazine in the summer of 1953,

Esther Greenwood is on the brink of her future. Yet she is also on the edge of a

darkness that makes her world increasingly unreal. Esther's vision of the world

shimmers and shifts: day-to-day living in the sultry city, her crazed

men-friends, the hot dinner dances . . .

The Bell Jar, Sylvia Plath's only novel, is partially based on Plath's own life. It

has been celebrated for its darkly funny and razor sharp portrait of 1950s

society, and has sold millions of copies worldwide.

The Handmaid's Tale by Margaret Atwood

I believe in the resistance as I believe there can be no light without shadow; or

rather, no shadow unless there is also light.

Offred is a Handmaid in The Republic of Gilead, a religious totalitarian state in

what was formerly known as the United States. She is placed in the household

of The Commander, Fred Waterford - her assigned name, Offred, means 'of

Fred'. She has only one function: to breed. If Offred refuses to enter into sexual

servitude to repopulate a devastated world, she will be hanged. Yet even a

repressive state cannot eradicate hope and desire. As she recalls her

pre-revolution life in flashbacks, Offred must navigate through the terrifying

landscape of torture and persecution in the present day, and between two men

upon which her future hangs.

I Died For 13 Minutes by Sarah Pinborough

I was dead for 13 minutes.

I don't remember how I ended up in the icy water but I do know this - it wasn't

an accident and I wasn't suicidal.

They say you should keep your friends close and your enemies closer, but when

you're a teenage girl, it's hard to tell them apart. My friends love me, I'm sure of

it. But that doesn't mean they didn't try to kill me. Does it?

13 MINUTES is a gripping psychological thriller about people, fears,

manipulation and the power of the truth. A stunning read, it questions our

relationships - and what we really know about the people closest to us . . .



The Golden Notebook by Doris Lessing

The landmark novel of the Sixties – a powerful account of a woman searching

for her personal, political and professional identity while facing rejection and

betrayal.

In 1950s London, novelist Anna Wulf struggles with writer’s block. Divorced

with a young child, and fearful of going mad, Anna records her experiences in

four coloured notebooks: black for her writing life, red for political views,

yellow for emotions, blue for everyday events. But it is a fifth notebook – the

golden notebook – that finally pulls these wayward strands of her life together.

Widely regarded as Doris Lessing’s masterpiece and one of the greatest novels

of the twentieth century, ‘The Golden Notebook’ is wry and perceptive, bold

and indispensable.

The Tattooist of Auschwitz by Heather Morris

I tattooed a number on her arm. She tattooed her name on my heart.

In 1942, Lale Sokolov arrived in Auschwitz-Birkenau. He was given the job of

tattooing the prisoners marked for survival - scratching numbers into his fellow

victims' arms in indelible ink to create what would become one of the most

potent symbols of the Holocaust.

Waiting in line to be tattooed, terrified and shaking, was a young girl. For Lale -

a dandy, a jack-the-lad, a bit of a chancer - it was love at first sight. And he was

determined not only to survive himself, but to ensure this woman, Gita, did,

too.

So begins one of the most life-affirming, courageous, unforgettable and human

stories of the Holocaust: the love story of the tattooist of Auschwitz.

The Vanishing Half by Brit Bennett

The Vignes twin sisters will always be identical. But after growing up together

in a small, southern black community and running away at age sixteen, it's not

just the shape of their daily lives that is different as adults, it's everything: their

families, their communities, their racial identities. Ten years later, one sister

lives with her black daughter in the same southern town she once tried to

escape. The other secretly passes for white, and her white husband knows

nothing of her past. Still, even separated by so many miles and just as many

lies, the fates of the twins remain intertwined. What will happen to the next

generation, when their own daughters' story lines intersect?

Weaving together multiple strands and generations of this family, from the

Deep South to California, from the 1950s to the 1990s, Brit Bennett produces a

story that is at once a riveting, emotional family story and a brilliant



exploration of the American history of passing. Looking well beyond issues of

race, The Vanishing Half considers the lasting influence of the past as it shapes

a person's decisions, desires, and expectations, and explores some of the

multiple reasons and realms in which people sometimes feel pulled to live as

something other than their origins.

The Doll Factory by Elizabeth McNeal

London. 1850. On a crowded street, the dollmaker Iris Whittle meets the artist

Louis Frost. Louis is a painter who yearns to have his work displayed in the

Royal Academy, and he is desperate for Iris to be his model. Iris agrees, on the

condition that he teaches her to paint.

Dreaming of freedom, Iris throws herself into a new life of art and love,

unaware that she has caught the eye of a second man. Silas Reed is a curiosity

collector, enchanted by the strange and beautiful. After seeing Iris at the site of

the Great Exhibition he finds he cannot forget her.

As Iris's world expands, Silas's obsession grows. And it is only a matter of time

before they meet again . . .

The Nightingale by Kristin Hannah

Despite their differences, sisters Viann and Isabelle have always been close.

Younger, bolder Isabelle lives in Paris while Viann is content with life in the

French countryside with her husband Antoine and their daughter. But when

the Second World War strikes, Antoine is sent off to fight and Viann finds

herself isolated so Isabelle is sent by their father to help her.

As the war progresses, the sisters' relationship and strength is tested. With life

changing in unbelievably horrific ways, Viann and Isabelle will find themselves

facing frightening situations and responding in ways they never thought

possible as bravery and resistance take different forms in each of their actions.


